The Age and Sex Distribution of the cases is shown in Table I ., from which it is apparent that the disease occurs throughout the whole of childhood. The table also illustrates two well-known facts: first, that pyuria is much more common in girls than in boys; second, that acute cases occur most frequently in infancy. What is perhaps less generally realised is that when the condition does occur in a boy the chance of its being of a serious nature is much greater than if the patient be a girl. Cases occurring in males, therefore, always demand the most thorough investigation from the outset, as the prospect of their requiring surgical treatment is considerable. Bacteriology.?The next point to be discussed is the bacteriology of the urine in these cases. It is perhaps worth while mentioning that as regards girls, while no special precautions are required in obtaining a specimen for microscopic examination in the ordinary acute case, a catheter specimen is essential in any doubtful case, and in all chronic forms of the disease. In boys a satisfactory specimen can usually be obtained without catheterisation, by cleansing the meatus and rejecting the first portion of urine passed. Of the two cases which fall into group two, one was a girl aged three who passed numerous small phosphatic calculi, and who was cured by dilatation of the urethra and the administration of urotropine; the calculi were secondary to a proteus infection with alkaline urine.
The other was also a girl, in whom the cystoscope showed a calculus in one ureter; it was subsequently passed per urethram, and recovery ensued.
In a fifth case, a boy, the stone was in the bladder.
There was no pain, and little pus, but the association of a staphylococcus aureus infection with the male sex led to his being cystoscoped immediately after admission, when the stone was seen. The two others were renal calculi, which were cured by operation. ii
